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April 22, 2019

Statement Regarding Sri Lanka Suicide Terror Attacks

Yesterday, on the day that Christian churches around the world celebrated Easter, the day of
Jesus Christ’s resurrection, a series of suicide terror bombings were carried out in 8 locations,
including churches and hotels, in the capital Colombo and other cities across Sri Lanka,
causing the tragic deaths of 200 or more people, as well as injuries to approximately 450 others.
The world has been shaken by these events and enveloped in immeasurable sorrow.

The National Christian Council in Japan strongly protests these brutal acts, and expresses
heartfelt condolences to all of the people who lost loved ones, or suffered injury in the attacks.

Furthermore, we pray with all our hearts that the Christian churches that were attacked so
indiscriminately may stand firm in their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, draw strength from
the prayers of fellow Christians around the world, and overcome this crucible.

Indiscriminate terrorism, which is the vilest form of violence, denies the value and existence
of not only others, but also of the perpetrators themselves. It creates only destruction and an

emptiness that is ruled by evil and hopelessness, where no love or hope can be found.

But we believe. No worldly violence can separate us from the love of God, the Father or our
Lord Jesus Christ, and violence cannot triumph over our love, our faith, our hope.

We call now upon the churches of the world. As we offer comfort and encouragement to the
churches of Sri Lanka, let us, through these events, further strengthen our unity in Christ and
redouble our efforts against terror and other forms of violence, by expanding the ecumenical

circle in our common mission toward justice and peace.

Lord, protect the Christian church in Sri Lanka. Lord, hear our prayer.
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